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141. Those who wait [and watch] you.  Then if you gain a victory 
from AllŒh, they say, "Were we not with you?"  But if the 
disbelievers have a success, they say [to them], "Did we not 
gain the advantage over you, but we protected you from the 
believers?"  AllŒh will judge between [all of] you on the Day 
of Resurrection, and never will AllŒh give the disbelievers 
over the believers a way [to overcome them].198

142. Indeed, the hypocrites [think to] deceive AllŒh, but He is 
deceiving them.  And when they stand for prayer, they stand 
lazily, showing [themselves to] the people and not remembering
AllŒh except a little,

143. Wavering between them, [belonging] neither to these [i.e., the 
believers] nor to those [i.e., the disbelievers].  And whoever
AllŒh leaves astray – never will you find for him a way.

144. O you who have believed, do not take the disbelievers as allies
instead of the believers.  Do you wish to give AllŒh against 
yourselves a clear case?

145. Indeed, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the Fire –
and never will you find for them a helper –

146. Except for those who repent, correct themselves, hold fast to 
AllŒh, and are sincere in their religion for AllŒh, for those will 
be with the believers.  And AllŒh is going to give the believers 
a great reward.

147. What would AllŒh do with [i.e., gain from] your punishment if 
you are grateful and believe?  And ever is AllŒh Appreciative
and Knowing.

148. AllŒh does not like the public mention of evil except by one who 
has been wronged.  And ever is AllŒh Hearing and Knowing.

149. If [instead] you show [some] good or conceal it or pardon an 
offense – indeed, AllŒh is ever Pardoning and Competent.199

                                               
198In the Hereafter, but possibly in this world as well.
199AllŒh is always able to exact retribution, although He pardons out of His grace.
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150. Indeed, those who disbelieve in AllŒh and His messengers 
and wish to discriminate between AllŒh and His messengers 
and say, "We believe in some and disbelieve in others," and 
wish to adopt a way in between –

151. Those are the disbelievers, truly.  And We have prepared for 
the disbelievers a humiliating punishment.

152. But they who believe in AllŒh and His messengers and do not 
discriminate between any of them – to those He is going to 
give their rewards.  And ever is AllŒh Forgiving and Merciful.

153. The People of the Scripture ask you to bring down to them a 
book from the heaven.  But they had asked of Moses [even] 
greater than that and said, "Show us AllŒh outright," so the 
thunderbolt struck them for their wrongdoing.  Then they took
the calf [for worship] after clear evidences had come to them, 
and We pardoned that.  And We gave Moses a clear authority.

154. And We raised over them the mount for [refusal of] their 
covenant; and We said to them, "Enter the gate bowing humbly";
and We said to them, "Do not transgress on the sabbath"; and 
We took from them a solemn covenant.

155. And [We cursed them]200 for their breaking of the covenant 
and their disbelief in the signs of AllŒh and their killing of the 
prophets without right and their saying, "Our hearts are wrapped"
[i.e., sealed against reception].  Rather, AllŒh has sealed them 
because of their disbelief, so they believe not, except for a 
few.201

156. And [We cursed them] for their disbelief and their saying 
against Mary a great slander,202

157. And [for] their saying, "Indeed, we have killed the Messiah, 
Jesus, the son of Mary, the messenger of AllŒh."  And they 

                                               
200Another interpretation is "And [We made certain good foods unlawful to 

them]," based upon verse 160.
201Or "except with little belief."
202When they accused her of fornication.




